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"hate crime" in the latest attack on gays in Britain. Reports of
homophobic attacks, including one in Birmingham and another in

London, have prompted a warning to gay people to take precautions.
On Saturday, reports of an attack on the Central gay village in

Birmingham led to a warning from the Metropolitan police. "Police are
investigating a hate crime that took place on Newhall Street in

Birmingham last night (Friday), where a gay man was assaulted in the
street," they said in a statement. It is the ninth such incident in the

West Midlands in the last two months, with 12 in the capital,
Westminster, Bristol, Birmingham and London. The offences have

been linked to an ideology called 'anti-gay’ hate which appears to be
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on the rise. (Image: Rex Features) The Metropolitan police's hate
crime unit said: "We are aware of a rise in crimes against the LGBT
community in the capital, with anti-gay attacks appearing to be on
the rise. "Hate crime is a traumatic experience for victims, who can
be left feeling ostracised, fearful and vulnerable. "We are committed
to investigating incidents of hate crime and will do all we can to bring

offenders to justice." In the latest in a string of alleged attacks, an
18-year-old man was punched in the face after a group of youths said

'fag’ to him on Newhall Street in Birmingham's Gay Village.
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