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of the Invention The present invention relates to an image

forming apparatus such as a printer and a copying machine, and
more particularly to a paper feed system thereof. 2. Description
of the Prior Art An image forming apparatus such as a printer
and a copying machine is provided with a paper feed system

which can feed a sheet of paper from a paper-feeding cassette
to a paper feed path in the apparatus main body or in a paper

supply tray. In such a paper feed system, a paper feed motor is
disposed on the paper feed path side of the apparatus main body

or the paper supply tray, and a paper feed roll for feeding the
sheet of paper is disposed in the paper feed path. As the paper
feed system, there are two types of systems. One is a system in
which the sheet of paper is fed directly from the paper-feeding
cassette to the paper feed path in the apparatus main body. The
other is a system in which the sheet of paper is first fed from
the paper-feeding cassette to the paper supply tray which is

separate from the apparatus main body, and then fed from the
paper supply tray to the paper feed path in the apparatus main

body. When the sheet of paper is fed from the paper supply tray
to the apparatus main body, a back-feed preventing mechanism
is generally disposed in the paper supply tray. This back-feed
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preventing mechanism is mainly composed of: a pawl which is
rotatable integrally with the paper supply tray and whose

leading end is pressed into the paper supply path for preventing
the sheet of paper from being back-fed in the direction opposite
to the paper feed direction; and a clutch plate which is pressed

onto the paper supply path by the leading end of the pawl. In the
paper supply tray, the sheet of paper is fed by the action of a

spring, and a leading end of the sheet of paper is caught by the
pawl of the back-feed preventing mechanism. Thus, the sheet of

paper is fed from the paper supply tray toward the paper feed
path in the apparatus main body. In this case, when the sheet of
paper is fed to the paper feed path, the leading end of the sheet
of paper is pushed against the paper supply tray by the action of
the paper feed motor and the paper feed roll which are disposed

on the paper feed path, thereby operating the clutch plate. At
this time, a friction-generating member such as a washer is

pressed onto
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IndiGo is in operational loss since the
beginning of the year and the losses.
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